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or continuation schools* The Constitution also
provides that school materials should be given
free in these schools, but, in practice, they are
generally supplied gratis only to the poor and
needy children.
There are kindergartens all over the country
for children under 6 years of age, but attendance
in these institutions is voluntary. In fact, strictly
speaking, they do not form part of the official
school system, being under the control of the
Department of Juvenile Welfare*
As already stated, all children between 6 and 10
years of age are required by law to attend the
Grnndschule. At the end of this period, a pupil
may either continue in the Volksschule for four
more years, that is, until the completion of his
14th year, or join a middle school with a 6 years*
course, or a secondary school with a 6 or 9 years*
course. Previous to the Revolution, a pupil
could obtain admission into a Gymnasium, or
secondary school, after three years of preliminary
preparation in a Vorschule, or preparatory school;
but now, as all children are compelled to receive
their education in the Grundschule during the first
four years and as all private preparatory schools
have been abolished, it takes 13 years for a.
student to qualify himself for entrance into a uni-
versity. It is, however, possible for specially
gifted children to complete the high^ school course
in 12 years from the date of their joining the
Grundschule, for such children may, on the recom-
mendation of their teachers and with the approval